16 Summer Is A-coming In*

(Sumer Is A-Cumen In)

(Rota)
2 (to 6) parts

"Summer is A-Coming In” (Sumer is A-Cumen In)*(Rota) is one of the earliest examples of
music in round format. Of early English origin, it has been attributed to John of Fornsete, a monk
who is said to have definitely written it about 1239. The original manuscript is in the British Museum,
and the evidence seems to substantiate this claim. However, this source states that it was "trans-
cribed” by the monk of Reading Abbey in or about 1226, and not necessarily composed by him.
The early English is given and it is interesting to compare present day language with that of the
13th century. The round may be sung in a variety of ways: as a two, three, four, five or six part
piece. Some editions give a two-part “ground bass” part (or pes) as a kind of accompaniment for
two additional voices.
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Sum - mer is a - com - ing in, Loud - ly sing cuck - oo.
Su - mer is a - cum - en in, Lhu - de sing cuc - cu!
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Grow - eth seed and blow - eth mead, And spring- eth wood
Grow - eth sed and blow- eth med, And spring-eth wo - de nu
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Sing, cuck - oo. Ewes are bleat - ing af - ter lambs And low - eth calf and
Sing, cuec - cu! Aw - e Dble - teth af - ter lomb Lhouth af - ter cal - ve
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COW. Bul - lock start-eth, buck, too, vert - eth, Mer - ry sing cuck - oo.
cu; Bul - loc stert-eth, buck - e ver- teth Mur - ie sing cuc - cu,
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Cuck - oo, cuck - 0o, Well now singst thou cuck- 0o, O ceasethee nev- er now.
Cuc - cu, cuc - cu!___ Wel sing- es thu cuc - cu, Ne swik thu na-ver nu!

* Also spelled «I-cumen.”
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